MICHAEL DUIGAN AND OTHERS. 




RETURN to an Order of tlie Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 26 May 1864;— -for, 



“ COPY of any Memorial received by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland or 
the Irish Government, praying for the Release of Michael Duigan, 
Patrick Duigan, and Patrick Egan, three Prisoners confined in the 
County Gaol of Westmeath, convicted at the Summer Assizes of 1862, of 
Agrarian Offences, or any of them; and of any Written Communica- 
tion forwarding the same, and recommending their Enlargement to the 
Irish Government.” 



To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle , Lord Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

The Petition of Michael Duigan * 

THAT^etitbn^was tried at the Westmeath Summer Assizes, July 17, 1862, 
before the Right Honourable Chief Justice Monahan, charged with being one of 
a party who entered the dwelling house on the morning of the 15th June last 
of a man named John Doulon, whom they ordered to give up possession of a 
certain garden which he then held, at the same time commuting no assault on 
Doulon S or any other inmate of the house. Petitioner was convicted upon the 
evidence and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment in the gaol of Mullmgar 
Petitioner humbly begs to submit to your Excellency that it was altogether a 
case of mistaken identity on the part of the prosecutor, who must have taken 
some other person to be Petitioner, who most solemnly declares that he was not 
near the prosecutor’s house at the time of the occurrence, neither had he hand, 
act or part or knowledge of the matter. Petitioner always kept aloof from 
party business, and bore an excellent character up to the time of this unfortunate 

aff pe\h^ an aged father and mother whom he 

has Mttoo assisted to the utmost of his power in providing for a numerous 
femily They have now been deprived of his help for a long period, which will 

to hope that your Ex^ency ^ 

he graciously pleased to take his case into consideraUon, and also the long time 
ie has now^ been in prison, and that you will remit whatever port, on ot h,s 
remaining term of imprisonment your Excellency may judge t. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray. (signed) Michael Duigan. 

Mullingar, March 1863. 



We, the undersigned, beg leave to recommend the Petitioner to the gracious 
consideration of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 



(signed) 



Patrick R- Robins, Moate, 
James Wilson, Moate, 

and 45 other signatures. 



360. 



* Received 30th March 1863. 

A 
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PAPERS:— CASE OF MICHAEL DUIGAN AND OTHERS. 



To His Excellency Earl Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

The Petition of Michael Duigan* 

Humbly sheweth, 

Petitionee, was tried on the 17th July 1862, before the Right Honourable 
Chief Justice Monahan, for assaulting the habitation of John Doulon, of 
Ballinburg, near Moate, and ordering him to give up a garden he had taken 
previous to that. Petitioner and two others, namely, Patrick Egan and Patrick 
Duigan, were convicted and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment in the gaol of 
Mullingar. Petitioner begs leave to state that he was a man of good character 
up to that period, always endeavoured honestly to earn his bread, and help to 
support an aged father and mother, together with a young growing-up family. 
He, Petitioner, is in prison since early in June 1862, and from the long confine- 
ment it has preyed on his constitution ; that if left longer in prison he will be 
past recovery. Petitioner can refer to the surgeon of the prison and to the 
Governor of the prison as to his general character while under his care. Hoping 
your Excellency will be graciously pleased to mitigate whatever portion of the 
remainder of his confinement you think meet, your Petitioner, as in duty bound, 
will pray. 

Michael Duigan. 



To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle , the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.! 
May it please your Excellency, 

I am a. Baptist Minister lung residing in this country. The writer of the 
enclosed note is a member of my church. He is a juryman, and agent to a 
gentleman of large property. He is well acquainted with the peasantry, and 
knows personally the parties imprisoned. The parents of these prisoners are old 
and infirm. As supposed, they are innocent. The people, generally, say they 
are not guilty ; and, even if so, inasmuch as they have done no bodily injury, 
their release now, in the former case, would' be just ; in the latter, merciful, and 
the majesty of the law vindicated. I have always used my influence to deter 
from crime and violation of the law ; that influence I have considered a privilege 
to give our present liberal Government. 

I have, written letters on the. state of the country when the Earl of Clarendon 
was Governor, for which his Excellency was pleased to thank me. If I did not 
believe these men were innocent, I would not presume to write. 

Will your Excellency graciously and mercifully pardon these men, and permit 
them to return to their parents ? God bless you. 

I am, &c. 

Brook Lawn, Athlone, • Thomas Berry, 

February 9, 1864. Baptist Minister. 



Enclosure in the preceding Letter. 

Dear Sir, Rehan, 8 February 1864. 

I beg to call your attention to au unfortunate case that occurred in the next Townland 
to here, namely, in Ballinburg, upon the morning of the 15th June 1862. A party of 
men entered the dwelling house of one John Doulon, ordered him to give up the possession 
of a garden which he then held, but did not commit any assault. So three young men, 
namely, Michael Duigan, Patrick Duigan, and Patrick Egan, were tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment at the Summer Assizes following, in 1862. Now, it 
is a well-known fact that they were not the persons guilty of the crime, and I am. quite 
sure they were not. Now, it is a great hardship that innocent men should be suffering in 
the gaol of Mullingar so long. I suppose it must have, been a mistake of the prosecutor 
as to identity, as these three young men always bore an unblamable character. If any- 
thing could be done to mitigate their sentence it would be a great mercy. 

Yours, &c. 

Reverend T. Berry. William Greene. 



Note . — The sentence was two years’ imprisonment, from 17th July 1862. The 
prisoners were ordered to be discharged on 16th February 1864. _ 

* Received 28th January 1864. f Received 10th February 1864. 
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MICHAEL DUIGAN AND OTHERS. 



COPIES of Memorials received by the 
Lieutenaotof Ireland, praying for the Rule 
of Michael Duigan, Patrick Duigan, 
Patrick Egan, three Prisoners confined in 
Connty Gaol of Walmeath, convioted at 

Defences, or nny of them; So. 
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